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The meeting began at 1:30 p.m.  The following persons were present:

Walt Sears, Jr.
Lee Thomas
Marty Muse

Ben House
Art Crowe
Randy Rushin

Anthony Castilaw

Adam Whisenant

Dwigh Slaback                                                                
Paul Prange

Jennifer Meyer

Ric Blevins
Derek Peters

Gail Weir

Karl Stoermer

Augie De La Cruz                          Scott Baggett                                   Dr. Roy Darville
Anthony Rasor                               Chris Duncan                                   Jeremy Dumond
Jennifer Delk, by telephone
Guests and committee representatives were recognized and welcomed to the meeting by Walt Sears Jr. of NETMWD.   
By consensus, the minutes of the November 6, 2008 meeting were accepted as presented.
During comments from TCEQ managers, Jennifer Delk stated that TCEQ was working on revising the CRP 2009-2010 contracts.  It was noted that Jennifer had sent a contract involving TCEQ and NETMWD for modeling and additional work.
Walt updated the group on the proposed fee changes that would affect Water Use Assessment, Consumptive and Non Consumptive use and wastewater discharge and the possible impact this would have on CRP funding.  Jennifer Delk agreed with Walt’s assessment of the possible changes.  Walt passed out information where the group could visit websites and encouraged the group to be involved in the process.  The website is http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/rules/prop.html.  Anthony Rasor, City of Mt. Pleasant, asked if the web-site would calculate the new discharge rates.  It was explained that the information on this site would help the fee payers calculate it but previous payments would also assist in figuring out the proposed increase.

Lee Thomas gave a Power Point Presentation on the Caddo Lake Watershed Protection Program, and explained the three work groups.  Phase one of the Caddo WPP work is complete, Phase two will be the contract for modeling that is to be completed in August, 2010.  Adam Whisenant asked how much funding was available and was informed the amount was $300,000 of which TCEQ had funded $180,000 and a local source had funded $120,000. 
Lee then gave a Power Point Presentation on the Continuous Monitoring Stations.  Discussion followed, Dr. Darville asked why the stations communicated which was explained that was the way they were set up.  Art asked how we planned to use the data, Walt answered with the idea was to incorporate data for use in the TMDL and educational purposes for schools.  Randy and Dr. Darville suggested intervals for downloading data be increased to one to two hours.  Art and Adam indicated that the less time the sonde is on the longer life span of the instrument.  These stations are accessible via the internet at http://207.70.159.4/
Anthony Castilaw gave a Power Point Presentation on Oil and Gas Activity in the Cypress Basin breaking down by county the number of  permits issued by the Railroad Commission of Texas.  Randy questioned what percent of permits actually became producing wells, it was estimated about40% to50% as permits include oil, gas and injection wells.  Discussion then moved to environmental concerns such as wetlands and the different types of permits required for constructing pipelines.  The Haynesville Shale was brought up as this is the latest oil field zone to be explored.  Art asked when the formation was discovered and how hard was it to drill?  Anthony reply was how hard it was to drill depended on where you were located. 
It was announced that there was a conflict in schedules so the Texas State Soil and Water conservation Board (TSSWCB) will make their presentation on Bacteria Assessment at the next meeting, schedule permitting.  The District will continue look for ways to work cooperatively and in support of TSSWCB for this topic. 
Walt Sears updated the group on the current status of the TMDL.  It was noted the draft document from E.P.A.  had not been received.  Discussion concerning point and nonpoint source followed, Walt gave the latest report on Dr. George Ward’s work on the 319 (h) edge of field study.  There were concerns expressed about the financial status of Pilgrim’s Pride and the effect it may have on any water quality issues.   It was discussed that poultry growers are taking 10%-15% fewer birds in an effort to try and stabilize Pilgrim’s Pride.  Company farms were first to be affected by this reduction in production.            

Karl Stoermer stated he understood that one of the possibilities is that cities may contribute money into a program for water quality as their share of the expense to reach the 56% reduction goal.  Walt agreed that was part of the original intent but the Bankruptcy Court may have final control over how the program might involve Pilgrim’s Pride.
Randy Rushing gave a Power Point Presentation that included Draft Basin Summary Report, sampling plans for the next biennium starting Sept. 2009, special study to aid environmental flows, cost of and monitoring for effective of the TMDL I-Plan, and coordinated monitoring meeting.  The discussion that followed included the topics of: the changing of designating a new segment of Caddo Lake as Caddo Swamp, Sediment Oxygen Demand as a helpful tool for Caddo WPP, change in flow/ releases from Lake O’ the Pines, the importance of regional assessment of biological habitat in our basin, the I-Plan and how we could share sampling duties, mercury being detectable in fish in all water bodies of the basin, and the best way to use data collected from different sources.
There being no further public comment or input the meeting was adjourned at 5.15p.m.   The date and time of the next meeting to be determined later. 

