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The meeting began at 9:00 p.m.  The following persons were present:

Lee Thomas (NETMWD)
Walt Sears Jr. (NETMWD)

Michelle Blair (TCEQ)
Art Crowe (TCEQ)
Jennifer Delk (TCEQ)

Randy Rushin (WMS)
Adam Whisenant (TPWD)
Dwigh Slaback (USS)                                                                
Jennifer Meyer (AEP)
Ric Blevins (NETMWD)
Gary Endsley
Linard Arocha  (WMS)                   Brandon Shelley (NETMWD)                                                       
Paul Prange (ATCOG)                    Michael Brice (TPWD)
Guests and committee representatives were recognized and welcomed to the meeting by Lee Thomas.   
Lee Thomas introduced Brandon Shelley, new hire for the Watershed Protection Specialist II position with NETMWD.
Lee Thomas introduced Randy Rushin of Water Monitoring Solutions who gave a Power Point Presentation update of the 2010 Basin Summary report and indicated the final report was due May 1st. any comments need to be made before the 3rd. week of April.

Lee then gave an update on USGS CRP Special Study from material Bruce Mooring had provided to the group.   Art Crowe asked if the project will continue for future years to with Lee explained it would, Ric asked about the transducers USGS had installed and was told USGS had removed them.
Lee then gave an update on the Big Cypress Creek Bacteria Assessment Project funded through TSSWCB.  Jennifer Delk explained the RUAA procedures are part of the 2010 Standards, Michelle Blair commented that was the procedure that TCEQ used, Michelle then asked about results received thus far and Lee stated most of the result showed feral hog and equine DNA, Art commented that everywhere in the basin he goes he see signs of feral hogs, Walt Sears agreed and the group as a whole should voice concerns with the problem to the state legislation.  It was the consensus as a Water Quality Workgroup we should voice our concerns to other groups and agencies.  Adam stated hogs were not under TPWD authority, Art suggested possibly Ag Department or even some agency that legislation could designate.  Lee stated in the Bacterial Assessment the presence of hogs would be reported.  Randy finished the update by informing the group about the flows and how the flow rate curves were developed including the continuous water level monitoring with the sampling schedule, Art asked if the Soil Board was doing any other bacteria assessment and Randy said there was one on the Brazos and he thought two more but didn’t know where.

Lee then updated the group on the Caddo Lake WPP, stating 4 stakeholders meeting were held in ’09 and the information has been logged for use in the models being completed by ESPEY consultants.  Michael Brice commented on the aerial helicopter trip in March and recent trips by boat had revealed that Giant Salvinia had been severely impacted by the cold weather and high water he stated TPWD would be issuing a report that they believe there to be a 90% reduction in G.S. and that CVND and TPWD will be coordinating efforts to spray the remaining areas.

Discussion of basin activities and monitoring needs were next with Adam asking about any new data on the TMDL for Lake O’ the Pines, Michelle asked about the status of NETMWD sondes and Lee gave an update, Michelle asked if the Hydro-Lab rep she contacted had been helpful and Lee agreed he had.  Discussion then followed about TCEQ moving a CWQM to Skeeter’s Marina from the upper-mid-lake site on Caddo and the dates the site would be available to view data on TCEQ web-site.

Lee then asked for comments from TCEQ managers and possible date for next meeting, it was agreed they would be in touch and set date later.  There was no further input, and the meeting was adjourned. 

